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authorities were still more lenient in their application
than the central government. In many instances the
Zimmis concluded local treaties with governors to
avoid the humility of these social restrictions and dis-
tinctions. Nevertheless the situation of the Zimmis
(Christians and Jews) was always inferior in Muslim
States from the social point of view ; it resembled, in
many points, the situation of the Jews in European
countries in the Middle Ages, nay, in our own times in
same countries where anti-Semitism still prevails.6 This
distinction pressed heavily on the Zimmis, especially
the Christians, in many a political crisis; it turned
sometimes to a violent persecution in which the Church
and Christians, suffered different sorts of oppression
and humiliation. The Zimmis were, moreover, the
object of suspicion and apprehension to the authorities;
the early Muslim governments rarely allowed them to
occupy official posts other than those of accountants
and tax-gatherers, in which they excelled; they were
rarely raised to influential or confidential posts, or
charged with any important mission or interest. It is
not amazing therefore that the Zimmis, in those times,
were anxious to liberate themselves from the chains
and humiliations of this regime; that their intelligent
and ambitious elements preferred to earn for them-
selves, by embracing Islam, all the social and economical
privileges enjoyed by the Muslims, and to find for
themselves, by joining Muslim society, brilliant situa-
tions and, lastly, to enjoy through this the blessings of
freedom of thought which was one of the loftiest
characteristics of Islamic life. The entering of a Zimmi
into Islam did not, always, enable him, at first, to enjoy
all the rights and privileges of the Muslims. But
to embrace Islam was the first step in liberating him
from oppressive charges and humiliating regulations
and traditions. If the first generation of the Zim-
mis, embracing Islam, encountered some difficulties in
securing total fusion in Muslim society, or the rapid